
 

From the Rectory... 
Someone came up to me after a Sunday service recently and said he would not be coming 

along to the Lent discussion/study group on Thursday evenings at the Rectory because he felt 

he didn't know enough about the Bible and the Christian faith and so wouldn't be able to 

contribute much to any discussion. 1 responded by saying that he was just the sort of person 

1 hoped would come -the only requirement is to have an open, enquiring mind! 

Shortly after Rachel and 1 moved to Gawsworth some friends visited us and one of them 

kindly brought a bottle of red wine as a gift. Well, you might think, nowadays that's not 

something particularly unusual, and you would be right. However, what was unusual on this 

occasion, when I looked at the label. 1 noticed that this bottle of wine was sixteen years old. 

Although I'm not an expert on wine, it was clear to me that this was something rather special. 

(And indeed it was!) Apparently my friend had bought some of this wine very soon after it 

was made and had been keeping it safely stored away all these years, until he judged that it 

was the right time to drink it. I expressed surprise that he had been able to wait for so long. 

His wise (and perhaps predictable) response: "The best things in life are worth waiting for!" 

Generally speaking, we human beings are not good at waiting. We tend to be impatient, 

and many people like the idea of the instant - instant meals, instant emails, instant credit, 

instant music and films on hand-held devices. Some people want their faith to be instant - 

low input, low cost, low maintenance. But faith is not like that. Like good wine, it takes time 

to mature. The same can be said of love. Love takes time to mature and it is tested by the 

knocks and blows that happen to us all. And like love, faith deepens as the days go by, always 

providing that, like love, it receives the investment and attention that it needs. Faith is not a 

sudden, blinding flash of awareness of the truth, although that sort of experience may well be 

the beginning of a person's journey towards faith, or push it forward. As with our human 

relationships, our relationship with God takes time to build to become faith. 

The Bible shows us how God's people often had to wait. A few examples: the Hebrews did 

not enter the Promised Land overnight, nor did the waters of the Flood recede to allow the 

land to dry out instantly. 

Jesus called many to follow him, but the rich young man was not ready to give up his 

riches, so he missed out. The blind man at Bethsaida had an encounter with Jesus, but he still 

had to wait for Jesus' hands to be placed upon his eyes a second time before he could truly 

see. 

It seems to me that nothing of real value is truly instant, it all takes time to mature and to 

come to completion. How often we have all heard these words, either from our parents, 

colleagues or friends: "If you put nothing in, you will get nothing out." Faith in God and a 

relationship with Jesus Christ requires nothing less than a lifetime to mature. 

Yours ever, 

Colin 

 

 


